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GENERAL  PROGRESS  AT  THE  MUSEUM, 
BLOOMSBURY. 

Ill  the  past  an  Annual  Return  has  been  made,  in  response 
to  an  order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  containing  an  "  Account 
of  the  Income  and  Expenditure  of  the  Britisli  Museum  (Special 
Trust  Funds)  "  for  the  preceding  financial  year;  a  "  Return  of 
the  number  of  Persons  admitted  to  visit  the  Museum  and  the 
British  Museum  (Natural  History)  "  for  each  of  the  six  preceding 
calendar  years;  and  a  "  Statement  of  the  Progress  made  in  the 
Arrangement  and  Description  of  the  Collections,  and  an  Account 
of  Objects  added  to  them  "  during  the  preceding  calendar  year. 
This  year,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  the  accounts  of  the  Trust  Funds 
are  omitted,  and  a  brief  Report  of  the  general  progress  of  the 
Museum  is  substituted  for  the  detailed  record  of  the  progress 
made  in  each  Department  and  of  the  accessions  received  in  the 
course  of  the  past  year. 

The  re-arrangement  of  the  Department  of  Egyptian  and 
Assyrian  Antiquities  was  completed  by  the  opening  of  the  new 
Assyrian  Room  and  Coptic  Room  on  Jan.  24th,  1921.  On 
July  12tli  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Ground  Floor  Gallery  in 
the  new  wing,  containing  Oriental  Ceramics  and  Glass,  was 
opened  to  the  public.  The  two  ends  of  this  Gallery,  each  forming 
a  separate  room,  have  been  allotted  to  contain  the  Waddesdon 
Bequest  and  a  representative  selection  of  the  gifts  and  bequests 
of  Sir  A.  Wollaston  Franks,  and  will  be  known  respectively  as 
the  Waddesdon  Room  and  the  Franks  Room.  The  Waddesdon 
Room  was  in  course  of  arrangement  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
has  since  been  opened.  A  new  stall  for  the  sale  of  Museum 
publications  has  been  estabhshed  in  the  corridor  connecting  the 
new  building  with  the  old  on  the  upper  floor,  and  a  Laboratory 
was  in  course  of  installation  in  one  of  the  houses  on  the  ]\Iuseum 
Improvement  Property.  The  Laboratory  promises  to  be  exceed- 
ingly useful  in  conducting  research  into  the  best  methods  for 
preserving  and  restoring  objects  belonging  to  the  collections ; 
and  as  the  results  of  its  researches  will  be  published,  they  will 
be  available  for  the  assistance  of  other  Museums  and  private 
owners. 

The  Department  of  British  and  Mediaeval  Antiquities  has 
been  divided,  a  separate  Department  of  Ceramics  and  Ethno- 
graphy (including  the  Oriental  collections)  having  been  estab- 
lished, leaving  the  British  and  Mediaeval  Antiquities  (including 
the  Prehistoric  collections)  under  the  old  name. 

The  total  number  of  visitors  to  the  Museum  in  1921  was 
901,299,  composed  of  849,788  on  week-days  and  5 1,5 11  on  Sundays. 
In  1920  (when  the  Museum  was  not  open  on  Sundays,  except 
during  the  last  two  months  of  the  year)  the  week-day  total  was 
843,803.     The  number  of  visitors  to  the  Reading  Room  showed 
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an  increase  from  147,145  to  159,177,  and  the  numbers  using  the 
Students'   Rooms   of   the   several  Departments  from   35,229   to 
37,425.     In  both  cases  the  pre-war  level  of  students  is  still  far 
from  having  been  reached. 

An  Inscription  in  memory  of  the  members  of  the  Museum 
staff  who  fell  in  the  war,  carved  on  a  pilaster  adjoining  the  main 
entrance  to  the  building,  was  unveiled  by  Viscount  Ullswater  in 
the  presence  of  a  large  assembly  on  December  10th. 

The  number  of  separate  objects  incorporated  in  the  several 
Departments  during  1921  is  as  follows  : — 
Printed  Books  : 

Books  and  Pamphlets  -         .         .         . 

Serials  and  Parts  of  Volumes 

Maps  and  Atlases         ----- 

Music  ^         .....         . 

Newspapers  (single  numbers)        -         -         - 
Miscellaneous       ------ 

Manuscripts  and  Seals     ----- 

Oriental  Printed  Books  and  MSS.    - 

Prints  and  Drawings 

Prints  and  Drawings  (Oriental) 

Egyptian  and  Assyrian  Antiquities 

Greek  and  Roman  Antiquities 

British  and  Mediaeval  Antiquities    - 

Coins  and  Medals    ------ 

Total 

The  total  is  about  60,000  below  the  figures  for  the  previous 
year,  which  is  more  than  accounted  for  by  a  reduction  of  nearly 
70,000  in  the  number  of  newspapers. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  limits  prescribed  for  this  Report 
do  not  admit  of  the  acknowledgment  of  all  the  gifts  made  to  the 
Museum  in  the  course  of  the  year.  The  Museum  is  very  largely 
dependent  on  the  generosity  of  private  benefactors,  many  of  its 
most  important  and  valuable  accessions  having  been  obtained 
in  this  way.  Probably  at  least  half  the  contents  of  the  Museum 
(apart  from  the  printed  books)  have  been  acquired  by  gift,  not 
by  the  use  of  the  funds  provided  b}^  Parliament.  The  public  is 
thus  very  much  indebted  to  the  donors  of  gifts,  great  and  small, 
to  the  national  collections ;  but  only  a  general  acknowledgment 
is  here  possible,  except  in  the  case  of  a  few  of  the  more  important 
accessions. 

The  Departments  of  Printed  Books  and  Manuscripts  shared 
in  a  very  generous  gift  of  Hturgical  works,  made  by  Mr.  L.  G. 
Wickham  Legg  in  pursuance  of  the  wishes  of  his  father, 
Dr.  J.  Wickham  Legg.  The  gift  comprised  fourteen  MSS.  and 
about  650  printed  books,  in  addition  to  a  number  of  pamphlets. 
Other  gifts  to  the  Printed  Books  Department  included  57  works 
relating  to  the  German  mystic,   Jakob   Boehme,   presented   by 
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Mr.  0.  J.  Barker,  who  also  paid  for  a  reprint  of  the  article  on 
Boehme  in  the  General  Catalogue;  and  a  collection  of  1657  war 
postage-stamps,  begun  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson  Todd,  and  continued 
after  his  death  in  the  war  by  his  mother.  Lady  Wilson  Todd, 
who  presented  it.  In  addition,  the  Department  acquired  12 
incunabula,  17  English  books  printed  before  1640,  and  87  early 
Spanisli  and  Portuguese  books. 

The  Department  of  Manuscripts  acquired  nearly  200  Greek 
papyri,  of  which  the  most  interesting  is  an  official  letter  from 
the  emperor  Claudius  to  the  people  of  Alexandria ;  also  a  leaf 
of  a  codex  of  the  Old  Latin  Version  of  the  Gospels,  known  as 
codex  -e,  written  on  purjDle  vellum  in  the  fifth  century,  of  which 
the  main  part  has  recently  returned  from  Vienna  to  its  earher 
home  at  Trent;  a  fragment  of  an  early  MS.  of  St.  Cyprian,  of 
the  4th  or  otli  centmy ;  a  13th  century  chartulary  of  Reading 
Abbey,  including  lists  of  the  relics  and  library ;  and  a  long  series 
of  court-rolls  and  other  deeds  relating  to  Rickinghall,  co.  Suffolk. 
Manuscripts  of  later  date  include  the  pohtical  papers  of  Henry 
Dundas,  1791-1805;  papers  of  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Napier 
(presented  by  Mrs.  Philip  Gooch) ;  papers  of  Major  George 
Broadfoot,  relating  to  the  first  Afghan  and  first  Sikh  wars 
(presented  bj^  Major  W.  Broadfoot,  R.E.) ;  and  the  notebooks 
of  Prof.  D.  E.  Hughes,  relating  to  the  discovery  of  the  Hertzian 
waves  (bequeathed  by  his  wddow). 

Of  the  acquisitions  of  the  Department  of  Oriental  Printed 
Books  and  Manuscripts,  the  most  important  was  the  Zouche 
Collection  of  128  MSS.  in  various  Oriental  languages,  many  of 
great  antiquity  -and  value,  originally  collected  by  the  Hon. 
Robert  Curzon.  and  bequeathed  to  the  Museum,  with  the  rest 
of  the  Parham  MSS.,  by  Darea,  Baroness  Zouche. 

The  Department  of  Prints  and  Drawings  received,  as  usual, 
several  gifts  through  the  National  Art-Collections  Fund,  viz.  : 
A  drawing  of  a  garden  fete,  by  Jorg  Breu  II,  presented  by  the 
Right  Hon.  F.  Leverton  Harris;  two  anonymous  15th  cent, 
woodcuts  after  engravings  by  the  Master  E.  S.,  presented  by 
Mr.  C.  W.  Dyson  Perrins  and  by  the  Fund  itself,  and  two  other 
woodcuts,  likewise  from  the  Huth  and  Howard  collections,  pre- 
sented respectively  by  Mr.  H.  Van  den  Bergh  and  Major  H.  R.  M. 
Howard ;  a  drawing  by  C.  Anthoniszoon  from  the  Rodrigues 
collection,  presented  by  Mr.  J.  Lousada ;  a  rare  state  of  an 
etching  by  F.  Bol,  presented  by  Mr.  H.  Van  den  Bergh ;  two 
unique  "  dotted  "  prints  of  the  15th  century,  apparently  of 
Spanish  origin,  presented  by  Mr.  H.  Oppenheimer :  and  a  sketch- 
book of  George  Romney,  17U0,  presented  by  an  anonymous 
donor. 

Other  important  acquisitions  included  five  drawings  from  the 
Rodrigues  sale,  and  four  from  the  Northwick  Park  sale :  a  silver- 
print  by  A.  Diirer :  an  undescribed  first  state  of  an  etching  by 
Meryon,  believed  to  be  unique ;  a  head  of  Christ,  by  Redon ; 
21  Swiss  views  after  Wolf,  printed  in  colours;    a  collection  of 
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prints  by  Menzel ;  a  sketch  by  Ingres ;  and  ten  drawings  by 
Forain,  presented  by  the  artist. 

The  Oriental  section  of  the  same  Department  acquired  two 
early  Chinese  portraits,  painted  on  silk,  and  a  landscape  (pre- 
sented by  Mr.  G.  Eumorfopoulos) ;  several  Japanese  prints ;  a 
set  of  eight  painted  Persian  book  covers,  and  an  album  of  drawings, 
bequeathed  by  Baroness  Zouche ;  and  a  considerable  number  of 
Indian  paintings,  chiefly  of  the  Mogul  School,  including  a  battle- 
scene  by  Basawan,  the  most  famous  artist  of  Akbar's  court. 
It  is  desired  to  develope  the  Indian  section  of  this  Department, 
in  order  that  Indian  art  may  be  more  adequately  represented 
at  the  capital  of  the  Empire. 

In  the  Department  of  Egyptian  and  Assyrian  Antiquities,  the 
most  important  single  acquisition  is  a  fine  full-length  limestone 
figure  of  a  priest,  of  the  26th  dynasty,  in  archaistic  style.  But 
in  addition  a  considerable  miscellaneous  collection  of  antiquities 
was  acquired  from  Egypt ;  a  basalt  lion  and  a  collection  of 
tablets  from  Cappadocia ;  a  group  of  North  Syrian  antiquities 
from  a  new  site,  excavated  by  a  German  archaeologist  and 
captured  during  the  war  :   and  151  tablets  from  Lower  Babylonia. 

The  Department  of  Greek  and  Roman  Antiquities  acquired 
a  bronze  statuette  of  a  youth ;  five  fine  Greek  vases ;  a  bronze 
support  for  a  vessel,  with  panels  enclosing  reliefs ;  a  pair  of  gold 
earrings ;  ten  important  gems  from  the  Maskelyne  Collection ; 
a  very  fine  rock-crystal  intaglio,  of  the  fifth  century  B.C. ;  a 
sculptured  frieze  from  Aphrodisias ;  72  primitive  vases  from 
Yortan;  and  six  stone  vases  and  22  pottery  vases  from  sites 
in  Crete,  together  with  reproductions  of  several  Early  Minoan 
vases,  presented  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Seager. 

The  Department  of  British  and  Mediaeval  Antiquities  pur- 
chased the  important  Curie  collection  of  ancient  Swedish  brooches 
and  other  Bronze  and  Iron  Age  antiquities,  with  the  help  of  a 
contribution  of  £600  from  the  National  Art-Collections  Fund. 
It  also  acquired  eight  specimens  of  ancient  Chinese  ware,  and 
I  wo  casts  of  exceptionally  fine  slabs  from  the  tomb  of  the 
emperor  Tang  Tai  Tsung,  of  the  7th  century  (the  latter  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  C.  T.  Loo) ;  a  gold  counter-box  of  the  17th  century, 
containing  31  silver-gilt  counters  with  representations  of  the 
kings  of  England ;  an  ivory  carving  of  the  12th  century,  found  at 
St.  Albans ;  and  the  gold  box  in  which  Sir  Robert  Peel  received 
the  freedom  of  the  City  of  London,  presented  by  Lady  Emily 
Peel.  In  addition,  the  Ethnographical  section  received  two 
large  carved  tusks  from  Benin,  bequeathed  by  Miss  Pinnock  in 
memory  of  Sir  Alfred  Jones ;  a  collection  of  antiquities  from 
Peruvian  graves ;  and  a  considerable  number  of  objects  from 
many  parts  of  the  world,  including  the  annual  donations  of  the 
Christy  Trust.  The  most  notable  single  acquisition  of  the 
Ceramic  and  Glass  section  was  a  group  of  figures  in  glass,  being 
French  work  of  the  18th  century;  but  it  received  by  gift  from 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Lloyd  the  first  instalment  of  their  magni- 
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ficent  collection  of  early  Worcester  porcelain,  composed  of  choice 
examples  of  practically  all  the  known  types  of  porcelain  produced 
during  the  best  period  of  the  Worcester  factory,  between  1751 
and  1783.  This  generous  gift  makes  the  Museum  collection 
unquestionably  the  finest  representation  of  Worcester  china  in 
existence. 

Finally,  the  Department  of  Coins  and  Medals,  among  many 
other  accessions,  secured  some  hundreds  of  Greek  coins  from  the 
Weber  Collection,  to  supplement  the  main  purchase  made  in  the 
previous  year ;  a  large  number  of  silver  ingots  and  other  bullion 
of  the  sixth  century  B.C.,  found  at  Taranto  in  1911  ;  six  fine 
Greek  coins  and  a  gold  coronation  medal  of  the  King  of  Oudh, 
1819,  presented  by  Mr.  H.  Van  den  Bergh ;  a  unique  gold  stater 
of  Demetrius  I.  of  Syria;  an  unrecorded  silver  coin  of  Magnesia 
on  the  Maeander,  4th  3rd  cent.  B.C.,  presented  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Woodward;  a  selection  of  198  pennies  believed  to  have  formed 
part  of  a  hoard  of  the  reign  of  Stephen  found  many  years  ago 
in  Lincolnshire;  a  gold  three-pound  piece  struck  by  Charles  1. 
at  Shrewsbury  in  1642:  and  thirteen  Italian  medals  from  the 
collection  of  Mr.  R.  C.  Fisher,  presented  by  the  National  Art- 
Collections  Fund. 

Among  the  publications  issued  by  the  Trustees  in  the  course 
of  the  year,  by  far  the  most  important  is  the  Catalogue  of  the 
Royal  Manuscripts,  in  four  large  volumes,  of  which  one  consists 
wholly  of  plates.  In  addition  the  following  volumes  have  been 
pubhshed  : — 

Catalogue  of  Silver  Plate  (Greek,  Roman,  and  Etruscan). 

Short -title  Catalogue  of  Spanish  Books  printed  before  1600. 

Schools  of  Illumination,  part  III. 

Cuneiform  Texts  from  Babylonian  Tablets,  part  XXXAT. 

Cuneiform  Texts  from  Cappadocian  Tablets. 

Short  Guide  to  the  Parthenon  Sculptures. 
New  editions  of  the  Guides  to  the  Stone  Age  and  to  Early 
Christian  and  Byzantine  Antiquities  have  also  been  prepared 
and  issued ;  while  the  study-sets  of  picture  postcards  have  been 
augmented  by  ten  additional  sets  in  monochrome  and  four  in 
colours,  making  a  total  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  52  sets  in 
monochrome  and  six  in  colours  of  these  interesting  aids  to  study. 


British  Museum, 

August,  1922. 


F.  G.  Kenyon, 

Director  &  Principal  Librarian. 
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GENERAL   PROGRESS   AT  THE  NATURAL 
HISTORY  MUSEUM. 

The  total  number  of  visitors  to  the  Natural  History  Museum 
during  1921  was  479,476,  as  compared  with  527,701  in  1920. 
The  attendance  on  Sunday  afternoons  was  61,511  as  against 
65,431,  in  the  previous  year;  and  the  number  of  persons  present 
at  the  demonstrations  of  the  Official  Guide  during  the  year  was 
13,475,  a  decrease  of  831  on  the  number,  14,306,  for  1920.  The 
average  daily  attendance  for  all  open  days  was  1,321;  for 
week-days,  1,339;    and  for  Sunday  afternoons,  1,206. 

From  the  beginning  of  December  the  Museum  was  opened 
on  Sundays  from  2.30  to  6  p.m.  and  it  was  decided  that  these 
should  be  the  hours  of  opening  for  Sundays  throughout  the  year. 
The  northern  Zoological  and  Entomological  Galleries  and  the 
Botanical  Gallery  were,  at  the  same  time,  added  to  those  opened 
on  Sundays. 

Dr.  F.  A.  Bather,  F.R.S.,  attended  the  Annual  Conference 
of  the  Museums  Association  held  in  Paris  in  July  as  delegate 
from  the  Natural  History  IMuseum.  Permission  was  given  to 
Dr.  G.  F.  Herbert  Smith  to  hold  the  appointments  of  Examiner 
in  Mineralogy  to  the  University  of  Cambridge  for  the  year  ending 
1  November,  1922,  and  Examiner  in  Gemmology  to  the  National 
Association  of  Goldsmiths  for  the  year  1922.  Major  E.  E. 
Austen,  D.S.O.,  was  appointed  to  represent  the  Museum  as 
Entomologist,  and  Mr.  J.  Ramsbottom,  O.B.E.,  as  Mycologist, 
on  the  Tropical  Diseases  Committee  of  the  British  Empire 
Exhibition  which  is  to  be  held  at  Wembley  Park  in  1924. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Falconer  delivered  a  course  of  Swiney  Lectures  in 
November  and  December  on  "  The  Wonders  of  Geology."  The 
total  attendance  for  the  course  was  3,142,  or  an  average  of 
262  persons  per  lecture. 

A  stall  for  the  sale  of  publications  was  opened  in  the  Central 
Hall  on  23  December,  principally  with  a  view  to  selling  picture- 
cards.  At  first  only  a  few  cards  were  available,  but  the  opening 
of  the  stall  had  an  immediate  stimulating  effect  on  the  sale  of 
the  Museum  Guide-books. 

A  Memorial  Tablet  to  the  Members  of  the  Museum  Staff  who 
were  killed  in  the  late  War  has  been  placed  on  one  of  the  pillars 
in  the  Central  Hall,  near  the  main  entrance,  and  was  unveiled 
by  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  on  Saturday,  9  July. 

The  erection  of  a  new  Spirit  Building  was  commenced  during 
the  year,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  first  half,  with  the  necessary 
fittings,  will  be  completed  by  the  end  of  the  financial  year 
1922-23.  The  building  operations  necessitated  the  removal  of 
the  Disinfecting  Room,  which  was  re-erected  in  a  new  position 
with  the  addition  of  a  room  in  which  the  dissection  of  whale- 
material  and  similar  work  will  be  carried  out. 
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The  Murray  Oceanographical  Collection  was  transferred  from 
Edinburgh  in  September,  and  acconnnodated  temporarily  in  one 
of  the  iron  buildings  at  the  back  of  the  Museum. 

Experiments  carried  out  over  a  period  of  seven  years,  with 
a  view^  to  ascertaining  the  best  method  of  avoiding  the  fading 
which  takes  place  in  specimens  exposed  to  light,  were  brought 
to  a  conclusion  in  May.  They  sliowed  that  the  fading  effect  of 
direct  sunlight  was  immensely  greater  than  that  of  diffused 
daylight  or  that  of  electric  light,  and  that  the  protective  effect 
of  tinted  glasses  prepared  to  cut  off  ultra-violet  rays  was  incon- 
siderable after  a  long  exposure.  Direct  sunlight  should  be 
avoided  at  all  costs  in  galleries  containing  specimens  hable  to 
fade,  and  the  illumination  should  not  be  greater  than  is  necessary. 
There  are  great  advantages  in  keeping  the  galleries  completely 
dark  during  hours  when  the  Museum  is  closed.  A  sunnnary  of 
the  experiments  is  pubhshed  in  "  The  Museums  Journal," 
vol.  XXI,  pp.  205-222. 

Several  conferences  were  held  at  the  Museum  with  repre- 
sentatives of  the  plumage  trade  in  regard  to  the  details  of  the 
Importation  of  Plumage  (Prohibition)  Bill,  1921,  and,  after  the 
passing  of  the  Bill  into  law,  the  Museum  experts  were  consulted 
on  various  points  by  the  Departments  responsible  for  adminis- 
tering the  Act. 

Considerable  correspondence  continues  to  take  place  between 
the  Colonial  Office  and  the  Museum  in  regard  to  Whales  and 
Seals  in  the  Falkland  Islands  and  elsewhere,  and  the  industries 
connected  with  them.  Valuable  data  are  by  this  means  collected 
at  the  Museum,  while  on  the  other  hand  the  Colonial  authorities 
are  benefited  by  the  scientific  advice  given. 

Numerous  papers  have  also  been  received  from  the  Colonial 
Office  regarding  the  protection  of  the  native  fauna  of  many  parts 
of  the  Empire.  The  progress  of  experimental  work  which  is 
being  carried  on  in  the  Bahamas  in  connection  with  the  artificial 
cultivation  of  sponges  has  also  been  reported  to  the  Trustees. 

All  departments  of  the  Museum  are  constantly  being  calletl 
upon  to  answer  enquiries  and  to  give  advice  on  matters  relating 
to  economic  problems.  The  following  are  representative  cases 
of  work  of  this  kind  done  during  the  year  : — 

An  account  of  the  anatomy  of  Hysobia  nosophora,  the  inter- 
mediate host  of  the  parasite  Schistostoma  (Bilharzia)  japoyiicum, 
WB.S  prepared  and  pubhshed. 

Collections  of  Mollusca  supposed  to  be  imphcated  in  the 
transmission  of  the  disease  Schistosomiasis  were  received  for 
report  from  Egypt,  the  Sudan.  Palestine  and  Mesopotamia. 

The  species  was  determined  of  a  slug  from  which  poison  is 
prepared  by  natives  of  the  Malay  Peninsula. 

Numerous  enquiries  as  to  parasitic  worms  were  dealt  with 
and  much  advice  was  given  relating  to  mites  parasitic  on  man, 
on  domestic  animals  (dogs,  cattle  and  hive-bees),  and  on  culti- 
vated   plants    (lime-trees,    vines    and    Capsicum),    or    damaging 


12  BRITISH  MUSEUM. 

stored  commodities  (confectionery,  dried  eggs,  fish-meal,  tobacco, 

etc.). 

In  the  Department  of  Entomology  enquiries  of  this  nature 
were  innumerable  and  included  cases  of  beetles  attacking  books, 
furniture,  grain,  bacon,  jams,  jellies  and  dried  fruit,  and  the 
larvae  of  butterflies  and  moths  attacking  various  plants  and  in 
one  case  (Corcyra  cephalonica)  a  wide  range  of  articles  in  a 
chemist's  shop. 

A  show  case  illustrating  the  hfe-history  of  both  the  malaria 
mosquito  and  the  parasite  of  tropical  malaria. was  exhibited  at 
the  Fifth  International  Rubber  and  other  Tropical  Products 
Exhibition  held  in  the  Royal  Agricultural  Hall  in  June. 

The  total  number  of  acquisitions  in  the  several  departments 
during  the  year,  apart  from  books  and  from  the  Murray  Collection 
of  deep-sea  Deposits  and  the  MTntosh  Collection  of  Polychseta 
and  Nemertinea  which  there  has  not  yet  been  time  to  count  by 
reason  of  the  very  large  number  of  specimens  involved,  was  as 
follows  : — 

Zoology 13,795  specimens. 

Entomology     -         -         -         -  144,823 
Geology  -  '       -         -         -         -        26,311  \, 

Mineralogy       -         .         -         .  3,540  ,, 

Botany    -         -         -         -         -        10,504  „ 


198,973 


Among  the  more  interesting  presents  received  were  : — 
From  Dr.  Johannes  Schmidt — a  series  of  larvae  of  the  Common 

Eel  taken  near  the  surface  of  the  middle  and  western  parts  of  the 

Atlantic,  between  20°  N.  and  40°  N. 

From  Lord  Rothschild,  F.R.S. — a  valuable  collection,  made 

by  Capt.  Angus  Buchanan,  of  141  Mammals  from  Air,  between 

the  Sahara  and  Nigeria. 

f^''   From  Mr.  P.  N.  Graham — mounted  heads  of  an  exceptionally 

fine  American  Bison  and  of  a  male  and  a  female  Rocky  Mountain 

Goat  (a  sub-species  new  to  the  collection),  and  a  mounted  specimen 

of  a  Grizzly  Bear. 

I  '  From  Mr.  Rodney  C.  Wood — a  collection  of  more  than 
200  fishes  from  Lake  Nyasa,  including  the  t3rpes  of  many  new 
species. 

From  Mr.  H.  A.  Hopwood— an  early  foetus  (only  four  inches 
long,  and  taking  the  third  place  in  point  of  smallness  among 
known  specimens)  of  the  African  Elephant  from  the  Belgian 
Congo. 

From  Mr.  Alan  V.  Insole — a  large  collection  of  marine  inverte- 
brates from  Japan,  including  many  specimens  of  exceptional 
interest  and  value. 
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From  Mrs.  Shelley — the  whole  of  her  husband's  (the  late 
Capt.  G.  E.  Shelley's)  ornithological  Hbrary. 

From  Mr.  H.  King  Robinson — 1,088  birds  from  Darjeeling, 
N.E.  India,  very  carefully  labelled. 

From  Col.  Stephenson  R.  Clarke,  C.B. — 781  bii-ds  from 
West-central  and  North-western  Yunnan,  including  the  types 
of  19  new  species  or  sub-species. 

From  J\Ir.  H.  C.  Robinson — a  fine  series  of  41  types  of  species 
and  sub-species  of  Mammals  from  the  Malay  Peninsula  and 
Islands. 

From  the  Directors  of  the  Rhodesia  Broken  Hill  Development 
Company,  Ltd. — a  particularly  valuable  series  of  human  remains, 
including  a  nearly  complete  skull,  the  tibia,  femur  and  sacrum, 
from  a  cave  in  the  Broken  Hill  Mine,  N.W.  Rhodesia.  These 
remains  appear  to  belong  to  a  primitive  species  of  man  with  a 
more  ape-shaped  face  than  any  hitherto  discovered,  and  form 
one  of  the  most  important  accessions  to  the  Department  of 
Geology  during  recent  years. 

From  Mr.  B.  Preston  Clark,  Boston,  U.S.A.— the  sum  of  £100 
to  be  applied  to  the  advancement  of  the  entomological  work  of 
the  Museum. 

From  Lady  ButUn — about  500  fossils  from  the  collection  of 
the  late  Sir  Henry  T.  Butlin,  Bart. 

From  Mr.  S.  L.  Wood — portion  of  the  pelvis,  femur  and 
vertebra  of  a  carnivorous  dinosaur  from  the  Lower  Lias  of 
Barrow-on-Soar. 

The  Trustees  accepted  an  offer  from  Rear- Admiral  F.  C. 
Learmouth,  C.B.,  C.B.E.,  Hydrographer  to  the  Admiralty,  to 
present  to  the  Museum  80  bottles  of  material  obtained  by 
surveying  ships  from  the  bottom  in  deep  water,  as  well  as  further 
similar  material  which  might  be  collected  in  the  future. 

The  Trustees  also  accepted  an  offer  from  the  Council  of  the 
British  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science  to  present 
to  the  Museum  such  reports  of  Corresponding  Societies  from  the 
collection  in  the  Association's  Office  as  might  be  of  use  in  the 
Library  of  the  Natural  History  Museum. 

Assistance  in  the  form  of  collecting-material,  literature  and 
advice  was  given  to  the  naturahsts  accompanying  the  Shackleton- 
Rowett  Antarctic  and  Oceanographical  Expedition  which  sailed 
on  the  "  Quest  "  on  24  September,  and  an  undertaking  was  given 
in  return  to  present  to  the  Museum  a  type  set  of  the  specimens 
collected. 

An  offer  was  accepted  from  Mr.  C.  Lockhart  Cottle,  who  has 
undertaken  an  expedition  to  the  East  Indies,  to  present  to  the 
Museum  the  specimens  he  hoped  to  collect ;  and  suggestions  and 
advice  were  given  him  as  to  special  desiderata. 
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The  mounted  specimens  presented  to  the  Museum  during 
the  year  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Rowland  Ward  Bequest 
comprise  21  Mammals,  forming  a  very  valuable  addition  to  the 
collection. 

An  important  collection  of  British  Lepidoptera,  contained  in 
six  mahogany  cabinets,  was  bequeathed  to  the  Museum  by  the 
late  Mr.  F.  G.  Whittle. 

The  principal  purchases  made  during  the  year  include  a 
valuable  collection  of  Polychaeta  and  Nemertinea,  represented  by 
about  5,000  specimens,  5,000  microscopical  preparations,  and  a 
series  of  beautiful  original  drawings,  from  Professor  W.  C. 
M'Intosh,  F.R.S. ;  a  collection  of  5,600  named  species  of  Euro- 
pean Coleoptera,  made  by  the  late  M.  Georges  Odier,  and 
consisting  of  about  48,000  specimens,  together  with  several 
thousand  unnamed  specimens ;  a  collection  of  480  specimens  of 
Myriopoda  and  Isopoda,  comprising  201  species  and  varieties 
practically  all  new  to  the  collection  and  including  many  types 
of  new  species ;  and  a  complete  individual  Meteoric  Stone 
weighing  2,145  grams  of  the  shower  which  fell  on  16  October, 
1919,  at  Bur-Gheluai,  Bur-Hagaba  District,  Italian  Somaliland. 

Specimens  were  exchanged  with,  and  dupHcate  specimens 
presented  to,  certain  institutions  and  persons. 

The  following  new  works  were  published  during  the  year  : — 

British  Antarctic  ("  Terra  Nova  ")  Expedition,  1910  : 

Zoology  :  Reports  on  Ostracoda ;  Tanaidacea  and 
Isopoda ;  Insecta ;  Rhabdopleura ;  and  Parasitic  Pro- 
tozoa. 

Geology  :       Reports      on     Fish-remains ;      Recent     and 
Local    Deposits    of    McMurdo    Sound ;     Sedimentary 
Rocks ;    and  Metamorphic  Rocks. 
Report  on  Cetacea  stranded  on  the  British  Coasts  during 

1919  and  1920.     By  Sir  S.  F.  Harmer,  K.B.E.,  Sc.D., 

F.R.S. 
Catalogue    of    the    Selous    Collection    of    Big    Game.     By 

J.  G.  Dollman,  B.A. 
Monograph  of  the  Lacertidae,  Vol.  II.     By  G.  A.  Boulenger, 

LL.D.,  D.Sc,  F.R.S. 
A  Handbook  of  the  British  Lichens,     By  Annie  Lorrain 

Smith. 
Catalogue  of  the  Fossil  Bryozoa  : — The  Cretaceous  Bryozoa. 

Vol.  III.     By  W.  D.  Lang,  Sc.D. 
Guide  to  the  Gallery  of  Birds  :    Atlas  of  24  plates  with 

explanations. 
Economic    Series,    No.    2    (new   issue).     The    Louse    as    a 

Menace  to  Man.     By  James  Waterston,  B.D.,  D.Sc. 
Economic  Series,  No.   12.     The  Cockroach.     By  F.  Laing, 

M.A.,  B.Sc. 
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New  editions  were  issued  of  the  follomng  Guide-books, 
etc.  : — 

Guide  to  the  Races  of  Mankind  (Anthropology). 

Guide  to  Mammals. 

Guide  to  the  Gallery  of  Birds  :   Part  I.,  General  Series. 

Guide  to  the  Mineral  Gallery. 

Handbook  of  Instructions  for  Collectors. 

Instructions  for  Collectors,  No.  2  :    Birds  and  their  Eggs. 

One  set,  consisting  of  ten  monochrome  picture-cards,  dealing 
with  Apes,  Monkeys  and  Lemurs,  was  issued  just  before  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Sidney  F.  Harmer, 

Director. 
British  Museum  (Natural  History). 
1st  April,  1922. 
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BRITISH   MUSEUM,   W.C.I. 

The  Museum  is  open  to  the  pubHc  on  weekdays  from  10  a.m. 
to  6  p.m.,  but  after  4  p.m.  in  January,  February,  November, 
December,  and  after  5  p.m.  in  March  and  October,  some  only 
of  the  galleries  remain  open,  viz.  : — 

( Exhibitions    of    Manuscripts    and    Printed 

^    ^  I       Books ;     Prehistoric    Room ;     Coins    and 

We^n'^eIdays     '      Medals;    British,    Anglo-Saxon,    Oriental, 

_.       '  '   :       ReUgious  and  Ethnographical  Collections  ; 

and  Fourth,  Fifth  and  Sixth  Egyptian  Rooms ; 

I       Assyrian  and  Babylonian  Rooms ;  Glass, 

i      China,  and  Mediaeval  Collections. 

„     ^  f  Egyptian,  Assyrian,  Greek  and  Roman  Col- 

Vn  iUESDAYS.  j       ie(3tJons ;    Prehistoric,    Terra-cotta,    Gold 

IHURIDAYS,  ,       Ornament,  Greek  and  Roman  Life,  Bronze 

Q  I       and  Vase  Rooms  ;  Mummy  Rooms  ;  Prints 

►SATURDAYS.  ^      ^^^  Drawings  Exhibition  Gallery. 

On  Sundays  the  Museum  is  open  from  2  p.m.  until  dusk. 
It  is  closed  on  Good  Friday  and  Christmas  Day. 

Public  Lecture  Tours  of  the  Collections  are  conducted  by 
Official  Guide  Lecturers  at  12  noon  and  3  p.m.  daily,  except  on 
Sundays.  Private  parties  are  also  conducted,  under  conditions 
to  be  learned  on  application  verbally  in  the  Entrance  Hall,  or 
by  letter  to  the  Guide  Lecturer,  British  Museum,  W.C.  1. 
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The  Museum  is  open  to  the  public  on  weekdays  from  10  a.m. 
in  January,  February,  October,  November,  December  to  5  p.m., 
March  to  September,  inclusive,  to  6  p.m. 

On  Sundays  visitors  are  admitted  from  2.30  to  6  p.m.  The 
Museum  is  closed  on  Good  Friday  and  Christmas  Day. 

Public  Lecture  Tours  of  the  Collections  are  conducted  by 
the  Official  Guide  Lecturer  at  12  noon  and  3  p.m.  daily,  except 
on  Sundays.  The  Guide  Lecturer's  services  can  also  be  obtained 
for  private  parties  on  application  verbally  in  the  Entrance  Hall, 
or  by  letter  to  the  Director,  Natural  History  Museum,  S.W.  7. 
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